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How to be Successful on English Paper 2:
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Section B: Non-Fiction Writing
English Paper 2, Section B

Writing to Argue, Persuade or Advise

IMPORTANT
It is important that you understand that your ability to identify different linguistic techniques in Section A is carried over in to Section B.  The only difference here is that you are expected to use the techniques that you could identify in Section A in your writing for Section B.

Equally, the same ideas about audience and purpose that were so crucial in Section A remain so in Section B.  When writing any piece, you need to be absolutely clear about the audience and purpose of the text.

Never see Section A and Section B as completely distinct.  You are being asked to apply the principles that you identified in the writing of others in Section A to your own writing in Section B.

KEY THINGS TO THINK ABOUT WHEN PREPARING TO WRITE

Writing to Argue, Persuade and Advise:  Key Linguistic Features
	Feature of Language
	Example
	Explanation
	Per
	Arg
	Adv
	Your Own Example

	Emotive Adjectives
	Outrageous, horrific, unbelievable, fantastic, breathtaking
	These are adjectives that appeal to the reader’s feelings and emotions
	· 
	· 
	· 
	

	Powerful Verbs
	Must, stop, act, believe, think, do
	These are verbs that demand action from the reader


	· 
	· 
	· 
	

	Exaggeration
	This will be the single greatest mistake you will ever make.
	This helps to show the reader the importance of acting upon what is written.  
	· 
	· 
	· 
	

	Triple Adjectives
	This was one of the most brutal, cold and barbaric acts I’ve ever seen.
	This helps to add emphasis to a point that is being made.
	
	
	
	

	Personalisation

	‘You’ ‘We’ ‘Us’ ‘They’
	If you use words like this it helps to make the reader feel like they are being included and valued.
	· 
	· 
	· 
	

	Rhetorical Question
	How would you react if this was your only chance?
	Rhetorical questions help to make the audience think about what has been written.
	· 
	· 
	· 
	

	Feature of Language
	Example
	Explanation
	Per
	Arg
	Adv
	Your Own Example

	Facts and Statistics


	A recent survey found that 75% of people thought this was a terrible idea.


	Using facts and statistics like this helps to persuade the reader because it makes the writing seem factually true.
	· 
	· 
	· 
	

	Alliteration
	Britain’s best bargains
	This is effective because it is memorable.  The repetition of the same sound makes the words stick in the mind.
	· 
	· 
	· 
	

	Connectives
	Therefore, Moreover, As a result, Firstly/ Secondly/ Thirdly
	Connectives help to make the text seem logical, this helps to the reader to follow the argument you are making.
	· 
	· 
	· 
	


Writing to Argue, Persuade and Advise
Tricks to Use

The Examiner is looking for you to demonstrate your ability to use language for effect.  However this is not an entirely creative exercise.  You need to be strategic too.  There are a series of skills that can seriously increase the mark you are awarded for this section if you demonstrate that you can do them confidently.
1.  Syntax

Think back to the work that you did on sentence structures and syntactical functions in Section A.  We identified that sentencing is one of the key ways that a writer can control the understanding and interpretation of the reader.  

Therefore you must demonstrate that you can confidently and appropriately use a range of syntactical structures and functions in your own writing.

In real terms this means:
· Use a variety of sentences for effect – blend your use of complex and simple sentences.
· Use a range of different syntactical functions – try to be conscious of the functions of different sentences and try to employ them carefully for effect.
· Make sure that you do all of the above accurately.  
1. Word Choice

The examiner is looking for you to demonstrate the versatility of your vocabulary.  Therefore it is imperative – where appropriate – that you endeavour to use a blend of word choice for effect.  Try to show that you have mastery of a wide range of words and can use them for effect

In real terms this means:

· Use a range of different words for deliberate effect.
· Aim to show that you have a broad vocabulary that you can use at the appropriate time.
· Make sure that you spell all words accurately.
Writing to Argue, Persuade and Advise
Tricks to Use

2. Punctuation

The examiner wants you to show that you can use a range of different punctuation in your writing.  This is important because it allows you to demonstrate some of the skills outlined in the syntax section.  However, if you use more complex punctuation – semi-colons, colons, dashes – you are showing an awareness of how this is a device that can control how information is processed in text.

In real terms this means:

· Look back at the work that we have done on punctuation.

· Practise using a range of punctuation marks in your writing in preparation for the examination.

· In the exam, use a range of punctuation accurately and appropriately.
3. Innovation

Place yourself in the position of the examiner: they will have read around 400 exam scripts by the time they have finished their marking in the summer.  You need to make it your absolute priority to set yourself apart from the hundreds of other people who have written a response to the same task that you have.

In real terms this means:

· Trying to find an imaginative way into the different tasks that you are presented with while still making sure you demonstrate the skills the examiner is looking for.
· Show imagination in the writing of your text: try to adopt a distinct and interesting voice for the task.  You want to be the proverbial breath of fresh air piercing through the examiners boredom!
· Get your openings and closings right: the key to writing a good piece is to think carefully about the opening.  If you get this right, you set the tone for the rest of the text.  Equally, it is important not to finish in an anti-climactic way.  Think back to the work that we have done on essay writing and the emphasis placed on introductions and conclusions.
Thinking about Audience & Purpose
· Complete the chart below filling in the AUDIENCE & PURPOSE for each task and adding ideas about specific linguistic devices you would use.
	TASK
	AUDIENCE
	PURPOSE
	LINGUISTIC DEVICES

	Write a letter to the Head in which you argue either for or against the idea of Saturday jobs.
	
	
	

	Write the text for a car advertisement aimed at young men, which persuades them to buy the car.
	
	
	

	Write an advice sheet for people who are newcomers to your area.
	
	
	


BY LOOKING CLOSELY AT THE PHRASING OF THE TASKS YOU WILL NOTICE THAT THE AUDIENCE AND PURPOSE FOR EACH ONE IS WRITTEN INTO THE TEXT.

WHEN YOU ARE IN THE EXAMINATION, YOU WILL IMMEDIATELY WANT TO IDENTIFY BOTH OF THESE ELEMENTS BEFORE DECIDING WHICH TASK TO UNDERTAKE.

ABOVE ALL ELSE, MAKE SURE THAT WHEN YOU READ THE TASK, YOU FIND OUT WHO AND WHAT THE AUDIENCE AND PURPOSE ARE.

THIS WILL IMMEDIATELY GIVE YOU A HEAD-START.

DO NOT PREJUDGE THE TASKS PRIOR TO THE EXAMINATION; DON’T ASSUME JUST BECAUSE YOU HAVE WRITTEN A GOOD PERSUASIVE PIECE IN PREPARATION, THAT YOU WILL DO THIS IN THE EXAM.

BE OPEN MINDED; YOU MIGHT BE SURPRISED.  

PLANNING YOUR RESPONSE
WHATEVER HAPPENS YOU WILL PLAN YOUR RESPONSE!  
YOU COULD USE A TEMPLATE LIKE THIS TO HELP YOU.


                                                                                                           WHAT WILL I INCLUDE?







WRITING TO ARGUE, PERSUADE AND ADVISE

EXAM PRACTICE
The following questions are each designed to give you experience of writing for the different purposes that you will encounter in Section B of Paper 1.

All of the questions – in the same way as they probably will in the real thing – relate to the topic of ‘Violence in the Media’ like the texts you read in preparation for Section A.

In each case, you should complete a plan like the one on the previous page before beginning to write.  This will give you experience of using this method to plan, and practice at organising your ideas.

You should then write your response.  

REMEMBER WHAT THIS SECTION IS TESTING

· This section will assess your ability to:

· Write clearly and coherently.

· Adapt your writing for different purposes and audiences.

· Write in different generic styles.

· Organise your prose into controlled sentences and paragraphs.

· Use a range of linguistic features for effect.

· Write technically accurate prose.

SECTION B:  WRITING TO ARGUE, PERSUADE OR ADVISE

You are advised to spend 45 minutes on this section.

You may use some of the information from Section A if you want to, but you do not have to do so.

If you use any of the information, do not simply copy it.

Remember:

· Spend 5 minutes planning and sequencing your material.
· About two sides of average sized handwriting should be enough.
· Spend 5 minutes checking:
· your paragraphing
· your punctuation
· your spelling.
1. Write an article for a magazine aimed at teenagers in which you argue either for or against the idea that violence in films has a negative effect on young people.

2. Write a letter to the local cinema owner, which persuades him to stop showing violent films.

3. Write an advice sheet for parents suggesting ways that they can protect their children from the negative effects of film violence.

PLAN FOR TASK 1:  

WRITE AN ARTICLE FOR A MAGAZINE AIMED AT TEENAGERS IN WHICH YOU ARGUE EITHER FOR OR AGAINST THE IDEA THAT VIOLENCE IN FILMS HAS A NEGATIVE EFFECT ON YOUNG PEOPLE.











YOUR RESPONSE
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PLAN FOR TASK 2:

WRITE A LETTER TO THE LOCAL CINEMA OWNER, WHICH PERSUADES HIM TO STOP SHOWING VIOLENT FILMS










YOUR RESPONSE
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PLAN FOR TASK 3:

WRITE AN ADVICE SHEET FOR PARENTS SUGGESTING WAYS THAT THEY CAN PROTECT THEIR CHILDREN FROM THE NEGATIVE EFFECTS OF FILM VIOLENCE.
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TONE





What kind of attitude do I need to adopt towards the reader to engage them and achieve my purpose?





What kind of register do I need to adopt  - formal?  Informal?  





What kind of linguistic devices will help me to achieve this tone and register?








PURPOSE





Why does this piece of writing exist – what is it supposed to do?





What information do I need to include to make sure I achieve the purpose of the text?





What linguistic and presentational devices will help me achieve the purpose?














AUDIENCE





Who are they?





What do I need to include to engage them?





What do they expect from a piece of writing?





What language choices will engage them?





Are there specific linguistic or presentational devices that I can use that will directly appeal to this audience?








AUDIENCE –














PURPOSE - 














TONE - 








NOTES ON INTRODUCTION





KEY LANGUAGE CHOICES











VOCABULARY:








SYNTAX:








OTHER:


























NOTES ON PARA 1








NOTES ON PARA 2








NOTES ON PARA 3








NOTES ON PARA 4








NOTES ON CONCLUSION
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